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Course Syllabus for ARC 1201 CRN 22630, Theory of Architecture
Catalog Course Description:  This course explores cultural and philosophical considerations that affect current practices in the design and built environment, with emphasis on how these issues impact the quality of life.  Works and writings of architects past and present will be studied, providing a unifying thread connecting various topics throughout the course.  When available, guest speakers will present special topics.
Class Time and Location: MW 9:00am-10:15am, Bldg11 Rm 239 

Reference(s): None
Lab Manual(s): None
Materials: Model making and drawing materials to be recommended by the professor per project.
Books: 
Architectural Theory, Volume I, An Anthology from Vitruvius to 1870, edited by Harry Francis Mallgrave


Conceptual Blockbusting, A Guide to Better Ideas, James L. .Adams


Precedents in Architecture, Roger H. Clark, Michael Pause
Professor’s Information: 

Name:  


Jennifer Princivil
Email:  


jprincivil@valenciacollege.edu
Office hours: 
by appointment
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Student Performance Assessment:

A- 90-100%
B- 80-89%
C- 70-79%
D- 60-69%
F-  Below 60%

Your grade in this course is derived from the scores on the following assignments:

Exam 1 20%
Exam 2 20% 



Exam 3 20%
Exam 4 20%
Project 20%




*HW Assignments can replace 1-2 exams
If you do not attend the final class of the semester and complete the End-of-Semester writing assignment on that date (without an excused absence accompanied with a doctor’s note or accident report), you will receive a grade of “F” for the course.
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Notes: Class Room Policies

This course emphasizes classroom lecture and activities. Therefore, the student is expected to attend each class meeting. The student is responsible for all material covered or assigned during class. If you miss class, get the missed lecture notes and homework assignments from a classmate. In case of absence, the instructor must be notified in advance BY EMAIL ONLY. In the event of a prolonged illness or any other protracted absence, you must contact the instructor or the department office. Excessive absence, particularly when it affects academic performance, will result in withdrawal from the course and a grade of WP or WF. Two unexcused absences are considered sufficient grounds for withdrawal and your final grade will be lowered one letter grade. If you have missed 3 classes in a row without contacting me and providing proper documentation for absence (doctor’s note, police report of accident, family emergency), you will be dropped from the course. Missing class, lateness or leaving early is unacceptable and will have a direct effect on your grade. Although it may be unavoidable to arrive late to class a time or two, frequent lateness is discouraged and will be detrimental to your final grade. It is a discourtesy to interrupt a class in progress, and you will miss important announcements that are made at the beginning of class. Attendance will be taken randomly 10 TIMES throughout the semester, If you are not present when attendance is called you will be marked absent and receive no credit. 
Electronic recordings of class lectures are STRICTLY PROHIBITED. Video and audio recordings are not allowed and if found on any Internet sites is grounds for dismissal. Please turn off cell phones during class time. 

Notes and lectures will be posted on Blackboard.
Readings
We will be reading through an extensive list of theoretical writings throughout the semester.  These readings are placed on the syllabus schedule. I will supply In-class Assignments to augment these readings, most of which will come from your Architectural Theory book.  Additionally, I will post readings on Blackboard the Thursday prior. It is your responsibility to check this site and print out the reading if necessary.  Additionally, if you are absent, you are responsible for procuring the In-Class Assignment(s) from Blackboard.
Homework Assignments
There will be Homework assignments assigned every Wednesday. Completion of 6 of these assignments by February 25th, 2013 and 6 assignments by April 17th, 2013 will replace the lowest scoring exam of that set. You must receive a minimum of 50 points on all 6 in order to have them considered as applicable for replacing an exam. These assignments are due the following Tuesday by 6pm on Blackboard.

Projects

At the beginning of the semester each student will choose between 2 projects that will have projected due dates of February 25th, 2013 (Project Check) and April 24th, 2013. At the 1st check, 50% of the project must be completed and submitted for a grade. This grade will be 45% of the overall Project grade. 

Project 1: Architectural Theory Journal




OR

Project 2: Architectural Theory Analysis
A separate project sheet will be handed out for each of the projects. Each will be 20% of the overall grade. No one is exempt from completing this assignment and if not handed in along with the Final Exam on April 24th, 2013, the result will be an automatic “F” for the semester. NO EXECPTIONS AND NO EXCUSES. 

Exams

Exam dates have been stipulated in the syllabus and may change at the discretion of the instructor. If you are absent without providing a written excuse or document you will fail the exam. Failure of this kind is not applicable in the replacement grading provision. Each exam is 20% of the overall grade, 2 of which may be replaced by a higher scoring set of HW assignments. Each exam will be lead by a study guide session in class. The first 3 exams are non-cumulative, however the 4th exam is cumulative. The first 3 exams will be used as a study guide for this final exam; therefore do not discard the first 3. 
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Expected Student Conduct Valencia Community College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling at Valencia Community College, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct. The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in the disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   Violation of any classroom or Valencia’s rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from Valencia.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.  You will find the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook

Student Core Competencies The faculty of Valencia Community College have established four Core Competencies that describe the learning outcomes for a Valencia graduate. They are: THINK, VALUE, COMMUNICATE, ACT. These general competencies can be applied in many contexts and must be developed over a lifetime. They specify how learning can be expressed and assessed in practice. They enable students and faculty to set learning goals and assess learning within and across the many disciplines of human inquiry. Use the descriptions and examples of academic work for each to measure your own learning outcomes. Samples of the academic work are great additions to your Learning Portfolio.  For further information on student core competencies please go to www.valenciacc.edu/competencies
Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities (West Campus SSB 102, ext. 1523)."
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01/07/13

LESSON #1: Introduction to Architectural Theory
01/09/13
Plato and the Allegory of the Cave 

R1. Alan Lightman: Einstein’s Dreams, 

R2. Plato and the Allegory of the Cave 
01/14/13

LESSON #2: Ancient and Gothic Order 

The Primitive Hut (the ideal and real) 
R1. Vitruvius, Architectural Theory, pp. 5-12

R2.“The Phenomenon of Place,” Christian Norberg Schulz  
R3. Marc Antoine Laugier, Architectural Theory, pp. 141-146,
01/16/13

VALENCIA CAMPUS 
R1. Abbot Suger Architectural Theory, pp. 22-23

R2. William Durandus , Architectural Theory, pp. 24-25, 

R3. John Ruskin: The Stones of Venice pg 40-44

01/21/13  

COLLEGE CLOSED/ NO CLASS
01/23/13


LESSON #3: Renaissance and the Baroque
R1. Leon Battista Alberti, Architectural Theory, pp. 30-35, 
R2. “A Case for Figurative Architecture,” Michael Graves 

R3. John Ruskin The Stones of Venice pg 29-39.  

01/28/13
STUDY GUIDE
01/30/13
EXAM #1
02/04/13


LESSON #4: Neoclassicism and the Enlightenment

R1. Etienne-Louis Boulle, Architectural Theory, pp. 30-35

R2. Claude-Nicolas Ledoux, Architectural Theory, pp. 216-218

R3. Giovanni Battista Piranesi, Architectural Theory, pp 185-189

R4. Marc-Antoine Laugier, Architectural Theory, pp. 141-146

(The relationships of the individual to the mass)
02/06/13
Movie: Power of Ten, The One & The Many Exhibition

 
R1. Gaston Bachelard The Poetics of Space Ch. 1

R2. Lucretius Book 1 
02/11/13


LESSON #5: The Picturesque and the Sublime
R1. Edmund Burke, Architectural Theory, pp 273-283

R2. Peter Eisenman – Print out from BBL

R3. John Locke, Architectural Theory, pp 224 - 229

R4. “Design, Ecology, Ethics, and the Making of Things,” William McDonough
02/13/13

(Immortality, the Monument, and Remembrance) 
R1. Peter Zumthor  Thinking Architecture 

R2. Edward Ford “The Theory and Practice of Impermanence: The Illusion of Durability”, 

R3. Robert Harbison, The Built, the Unbuilt, and the Unbuildable, pg 54-60, 120-123.
02/18/13


LESSON #6: Gothic Revival in Britain, Germany, and France



R1. Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe, Architectural Theory, pp 366 - 367




R2. A.W.N. Pugin Architectural Theory, pp 383 – 386

R3. Eugene-Emmanuel Viollet-Le-Duc. Architectural Theory, Pp 391 – 394

02/20/13


LESSON #7: The German Style Debate
R1. Immanuel Kant, Architectural Theory, pp. 396-397

R2. Karl Friedrich Schinkel, Architectural Theory, pp. 401 – 403

R3. “Notes for a textbook on architecture” pp. 414- 415

R4. “The Four Elements of Architecture” pp. 536 – 539
02/25/13

PROJECT CHECK & STUDY GUIDE
02/27/13
EXAM #2
03/04/13
SPRING BREAK
03/06/13
SPRING BREAK
03/11/13

LESSON #8 Topic: Structural Rationalism and the Influence of Viollet-le-Duc

R1.  Eugene- Emmanuel Viollet-le- Duc pp. 518-520

R2. "Structural Rationalism and the influence of Voillet-le-Duc: Gaudi, Horta, Guimard and Berlage 1880-1910" from Modern Architecture – A Critical History by Kenneth Frampton- Print out from BBL

03/13/13
VALENCIA CAMPUS

03/18/13

LESSON #9 Topic: The United States: from Thomas Jefferson to the Chicago School
R1. Thomas Jefferson Letters (1787, 1791, 1805, 1810) pp. 425-432

R2. “Self-Reliance” and “Thoughts on Art” Ralph Waldo Emerson pp. 444 – 449

R3. Letter to Washington Allston, “American Architecture”, and “Structure and Organization” Horatio Greenough pp. 449- 456

03/20/13

R4. Journal Henry David Thoreau pp. 456 – 457

R5. Adler and Sullivan: the Auditorium and the High Rise 1886-95 from Modern Architecture – A Critical History by Kenneth Frampton - Print out from BBL

03/25/13


LESSON #10: Twentieth Century Avant Gardes
R1.  Antonio Sant’Elia / Filippo Tommaso Marinetti: Futurist Architecture 

R2.  ‘De Stijl’ Manifesto I 

R3.  Naum Gabo / Antoine Pevsner: Basic Principles of Constructivism  

R4.  CIAM: La Sarraz Declarati
03/27/13
STUDY GUIDE
04/01/13
EXAM #3
04/03/13


LESSON #11 Topic: Architecture and the State
R1. Giuseppe Terragni and the architecture of Italian Rationalism 1926-43 from Modern Architecture –A Critical History by Kenneth Frampton 
R2. Architecture and the State: ideology and representation 1914-43 from Modern Architecture – A Critical History by Kenneth Frampton 
04/08/13

LESSON #12: Modernism, Urbanism, and the Architect as Social Engineer
R1. Tony Garnier and the Industrial City 1899-1918 from Modern Architecture – A Critical History by Kenneth Frampton 

R2. Le Corbusier and the Ville Radieuse 1928-46 from Modern Architecture – A Critical History by Kenneth Frampton 

R3. Frank Lloyd Wright and the Disappearing City 1929-63 from Modern Architecture – A Critical History by Kenneth Frampton 

04/10/13

(The City- the collection of buildings and the surrounding context)

R1. Du Bois, Architectural Theory. pp. 103-106,

R2. “Postscript: Introduction for New Research ‘the contemporary city,’” Rem Koolhaas, 

R3. “Toward the Contemporary City,” Rem Koohaas, 

R4. “Beyond Delirious,” Rem Koolhaas 
04/15/13


LESSON #13: Modernism in Germany- The Bauhaus and Mies
R1. The Bauhaus: the evolution of an idea 1919-32 from Modern Architecture – A Critical History by  Kenneth Frampton 
R2. Mies van der Rohe and the significance of fact 1921-33 from Modern Architecture – A Critical History by Kenneth Frampton 
R3. “Design, Ecology, Ethics, and the Making of Things,” William McDonough
04/17/13
STUDY GUIDE
04/22/13
EXAM #4/ PROJECT DUE
DISCLAIMER

Changes or revisions to the course syllabus and/or schedule/class calendar may be made at any time during the term by announcement of the instructor. Student may request a written copy of revisions.
I have read and understand these policies and understand that failure to adhere to them may result in the lowering of my grade and/or withdrawal from the course at the discretion of the professor. 
 
Print name                                                                                                Sign and date
